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THE WOMEN LAWYERS’ ASSOCIATION
OF GREATER SAINT LOUIS




WLA’S MISSION

· Promote and assist women to obtain positions of influence and leadership within their workplace, the legal profession, the judiciary, and the community,

· Raise awareness of and fight biases against women within the community at large, the legal profession, and under the law,

· Promote and effect diversity, equality, and justice under the law and within the legal system,

· Support women lawyers in their personal and professional lives,

· Provide opportunities for volunteerism and advocacy on issues affecting women, and

· Collaborate with other individuals and organizations to improve the status of women.

LINDA J. MURPHY SCHOLARSHIP

The Women Lawyers’ Association of Greater St. Louis has awarded scholarships to deserving law students since 1996.  The scholarship is currently administered by WLA’s charitable arm, The Women Lawyer’s Association Foundation.  Scholarships generally range from $1000 to $6000 depending on the amount of funds available in any given year and the number of recipients chosen by the selection committee at its discretion.  The WLA scholarship committee reviews applications and selects one or more recipients to recommend to the WLAF Board of Directors for approval of the award disbursement.  


The scholarship fund was named after Linda J. Murphy, who passed away in 1999.  Linda served as WLA’s president in 1987-1988.  Throughout her life, she was an advocate of the rights of women and minorities.  She was a prominent and respected trial attorney known for her criminal defense, civil rights, and domestic relations work.  She taught trial practice at law schools in St. Louis and elsewhere, and also handled pro bono cases for the ACLU.  In 1999, Linda received the Atticus Finch Award, the highest award of honor from the Missouri Association of Criminal Defense Attorneys.  Linda’s memory continues to inspire attorneys dedicated to the rights of women and the advancement of women in the legal profession.  

Eligibility:

· Applicants must be part-time or full-time female law students.

· Applicants must be currently enrolled in a Missouri law school and must be committed to continue law school enrollment in the fall semester following the award.  

Selection Criteria:

· The Linda J. Murphy Scholarship is intended to recognize students who have dedicated themselves in a significant way to advancing the quality of life and stature in our society of women through community service or otherwise.  
· Selection of recipients is based upon demonstrated commitment to causes that are consistent with the Mission of the WLA.  Academic achievement and financial need are also considered. 
Application Submission Instructions

· The following materials must be submitted with your Application 

1. Application Form (below)

2. Personal Statement (see below)

3. Official or unofficial law school transcript

· In an effort to reduce paper volume and photocopies, WLA requires that applications and all accompanying materials be submitted via e-mail to: akerns@lewisrice.com.  The WLA Scholarship Committee recommends that the entire application packet (1-3 above) be scanned as a PDF document and e-mailed as an attachment. 

· All parts of the application are due by April 8, 2011.  Please indicate if you would like acknowledgment of receipt of your completed application.

· Scholarship recipients will receive notification in late April.  The recipients will formally be presented with scholarships at a reception held in St. Louis in May.

· Any questions regarding the application process should be directed to one of the WLA Scholarship Committee Chairs:  Jamie Boyer at jboyer@stinson.com, Jennifer Gustafson at jgustafson@lewisrice.com or Anne Kerns at akerns@lewisrice.com. 
WOMEN LAWYERS’ ASSOCIATION OF GREATER ST. LOUIS

LINDA J. MURPHY SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

1.  General Information
	Name:


	

	Current Address:


	Permanent Address (if different):

	Current Telephone No.:


	Permanent Telephone No. (if different):

	E-Mail Address:


	No. of Dependents:


2.   Academic Information
	Law School where currently enrolled:


	Grade point average:



	Year (1st, 2nd, or 3rd):


	Class Rank (if known):




List academic and related activities, honors, and/or awards received in law school (attach additional page if needed):

3.   Financial Information
	Expected tuition for upcoming school year:


	Financial resources (list amount anticipated during upcoming school year):

· Wages:___________________

· Loans: ___________________

· Scholarships:______________

· Other (explain - e.g. parents) _________________________




Explain any unique financial circumstances that create a significant need for financial assistance (attach additional page if needed):

4.  Other activities and awards
List any memberships, contributions and responsibilities in any school, community, professional and/or other organization or group, along with any related honors or awards received (attach additional page if needed):

5.  Personal Statement
Attach a Personal Statement, not to exceed two typewritten, single-spaced pages, about yourself, reflecting on: events, decisions, or individuals that have helped to shape your life; short-term and long-term career goals; and/or contributions you would like to make to society in general, your community, women, or the legal profession.  To the extent not mentioned elsewhere in your application, describe any activities and efforts in which you have participated, whether volunteer, professional, or personal, that further WLA’s Mission or the advancement of women generally.  Include in this statement any other relevant information that you would like the WLA Scholarship Committee to consider when evaluating your application.

6.  Certification
I certify that I meet the eligibility requirements for the Linda J. Murphy Scholarship and that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information provided herein is true, accurate, and complete with respect to the subject matter.








_______________________________

____________________


Signature of Applicant




Date
ADMIN01/900999.01108/11375383.1  - 2/24/2011 10:13:59 AM
ADMIN01/900999.01108/11375383.1  - 2/24/2011 10:13:59 AM

